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medicinal properties and to cure the three great diseases of the
body; bile, cough, and wind.
We have called this* 'weaning', but perhaps *solid-food-
giving' would have been a more appropriate title, for the
mother goes on nursing the child, sometimes tip to five years
if no other child be born in the interval, though nowadays it
is considered wiser only to nurse a child till it is about two
years of age. The mother feeds the child quite Irregularly,
any time night or day when it cries, indeed it seems quite
impossible to get an Indian woman to maintain a two-hours'
interval between her baby's meals.
Sometimes, but not often in "western India, the rite is
observed of making the child at about seven or eight months
old sit on the groundj when it worships the snake which
upholds the earth*
Occasionally about this time, some orthodox families
persuade the tiny child to choose its profession in life, by
setting before it the symbols of the various callings, such as
a pen, a l<nife, paper, &c, Whichever the child chooses it will
be expected to adopt later on.
The child is then left in peace until some auspicious time
between the age of three or five, when another Vedic ceremony,
that of the hair-cutting, Cctula^arma^ is performed, Particular
families often have to go to particular places to perform this
rite: for instance, one princely family in the centre of K^hlSwclr
has to go right off to Wadhwan, that the hair may be cut near
the memorial stone of a famous ancestress, Rfttiaka Devi.
Nearly all Nagara have to go to their ancestral homes, but
Jn the case of other BrShmans, only if the mother of the child
has made a vow to do so. Ceremonial hair-cutting is not
usually performed for girls; modern BrShmans, indeed, say
that, though prescribed in their Scriptures for girls, it is pre-
scribed without mantras being given.
The family priest having chosen an auspicious day, the
.father, the mother and child, and the inevitable troop of
servants go. to the prescribed place* There a booth is erected,